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Give the Gift of Art This Month...
And Every Month!

Here’s the perfect gift for your art loving family & friends at an unbeatable price.  When you 
subscribe for one or two years to The Community Arts Cafe magazine during the month of 
November you can get up to 3, one year gift subscriptions for only $15 each.  That’s almost 
70% off the cover price.  Current subscribers may renew for another year and receive the 
same offer.  Call 336-725-2372 or visit www.CommunityArtsCafe.com to take advantage of 
this limited time special offer.

Why the change to 
Subscription?

The answer is simple:  Quality & Effectiveness 
in promoting the local arts.  Yes, it’s expensive to 
produce The Community Arts Cafe magazine each 
month, but even more important is the value of its 
content.  The arts are vitally important to the eco-
nomic health of any community, so is the impor-
tance of the contents of this publication.

A study* on the readership of free publications 
verses subscription based publications revealed 
that magazines which are purchased or asked for 
via subscription have a greater awareness and are 
more likely to be read by the target audiece than 
those offered in the free racks.  We beleive that the 
content of The Community Arts Cafe magazine is 
too valuable to fall short in its reach.  We hope you 
will agree.

Subscribe today and join in building the arts and 
economy of your community!

*Study taken in September 2006 by Charles A. Rodin, Consul-
tant to Publishers.  Complete study results available at www.
citymag.org/pdf/studysummary.pdf.
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Jennifer Wynn O’Kelly – A Woman on a Mission

Story and photos by Martin Tucker

Jennifer Wynn O’Kelly was born into an artistic family.  Her 
mother painted portraits, her father was a landscape architect, 
her mother’s mother was an artist, so was her aunt and her grandfather was an Irish 
tenor.  Born in Ft. Worth, Texas, Jennifer worked on her first theatrical production at 
the Casa Manana Theatre at age 10.  By the time she reached high school, she was 
designing lights for her high school plays and local theatre productions.  In her senior 
year in high school, she auditioned at Yale University.  Ming Choe Lee, the famous 
head of scenic design at Yale, suggested that she get her Bachelors degree and then 
come back to Yale for her Masters degree.  She changed directions and was accepted, 
and offered a scholarship, at East Texas State University.  After two years at E.T.S.U., 
she transferred to the University of Texas at Arlington.  By her senior year at U.T.A. 
she was the lighting designer at Dallas Repertory Theatre.  She still wanted to get her 
Masters degree and after considering Yale and California Institute of the Arts, she 
decided on the North Carolina School of the Arts.  “I really liked the faculty,” she 
says.  “They have a thorough program.”  N.C.S.A. gave her a full scholarship for the 
three-year program and she graduated in 1993 with her MFA.  

Rather than go to work for a theatre company, Jennifer chose to freelance up and 
down the East coast.  “Being a freelancer was an artistic decision.  I just didn’t want 
to be a company player.”  And being a freelancer has allowed her the freedom to pick 
and choose her projects.  “I often come in as both the scenic and lighting designer.”  
“I watch rehearsals, I take notes and I see what it does for me.”  Jennifer often paints 
her own scenery because, “I like to do things myself.”  As for her lighting design, “I 
really don’t want people to know where the light is coming from.”  “I want to create 
an environment based on how I felt the first time I read the script.”                 

Jennifer Wynn
O’Kelly

A Woman on A Mission
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Jennifer Wynn
O’Kelly

“Being a freelancer was an 
artistic decision.  I just didn’t 
want to be a company player.”

In addition to her theatrical work, Jennifer also paints one-of-a-kind murals for private resi-
dences and businesses.  Examples of her artwork can be found all over the Triad.  Her murals 
adorn the walls of family homes and shops and her scenic and lighting designs can be seen in 
every major theatre in the area.  “Being in the Triad allows me to do more things,” she says.  
She’s currently designing lights and scenery for the alban elved dance company, teaching Arts 
in Education projects with the Winston-Salem Forsyth County Schools and working as an art 
director on an upcoming film.  

Paintings (above) UNSEEN FORCES (be-
low right) GOLD TROLLERS and (Below 
left) an example of Jennifer murals commis-
sioned by a local wine merchant 

(left) THE RED and (above) a scenic rendering by Jennifer O’Kelly.
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For more information contact Jennifer O’Kelly at 336-287-4602 or email at jenniferOK@mac.com.  
Jennifer’s working studio is among the other artists and merchants of Trade Street in the Downtown 

Arts District of Winston Salem.  6th & Trade- “Where Art Lives!”

Susan Lautemann re-discovered painting over a year ago when she took Tim Binkley’s and Ja-
net Fox’s The Artist Way classes in downtown Winston Salem.  Prior to picking up a paintbrush 
following the class, her last painting was done at age sixteen and won a ribbon at her hometown 
county fair in Hickory N.C.  Promising herself painting lessons, she has been fortunate to learn 
from two great teachers, Frank Rowland and Danny Hill.  Susan has lived and worked in Win-
ston Salem for thirty-five years.  Graduating from Wake Forest with two masters degrees, she 
started Grace Court Counseling about twenty years ago following a twelve year career in brand 
management and human resources at Sara Lee.  Susan co-authored an audio CD titled,”Healing 
from the Loss of a Pet” sold in bookstores and on Amazon.com.  She also co-authored an audio 

CD titled:  “Feeling Good:  Four Guided Imagery Journeys for Body, Mind and Spirit.”  Her current company provides psychotherapy 
for adults, children and couples at 453 West End Boulevard in Winston-Salem.

Susan paints in an impressionist style and her works feature land-
scapes, seascapes and florals for the most part although lately she 
has been working on portraits.  Works that communicate a feeling 
or mood with pure bright colors are her aim.  She strives to improve 
as a painter and show through galleries.

Irish Music and Art: Susan Lautemann will exhibit her paint-
ings at Angelina’s Tea located off Stratford Road behind The Ski 
and Tennis Station on Saturday, November 17th from 2 to 4 with 
music from Tim Binkley’s Irish group. The exhibit will hang dur-
ing the month of November. A portion of the proceeds from sales 
will go to the Winston Salem Forsyth Humane Society.

Susan Lautemann at Angelina’s Tea

On November 1st, she’ll be onstage for the 
first time in 20 years.  She’ll be performing 
with Karola Luttringhaus at the Reynolds 
Auditorium in Winston-Salem in a dance 
piece called Aesturo – Dogma Engine.  

It’s apparent that Jennifer Wynn O’Kelly 
has carved out a place for herself in the arts 
community.  Whether in front of the lights 
or behind them, she only settles for the best 
she has to offer.  She smiles when she says, 
“I just like theatre people.”                 
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In an era of mass produced consumer goods, good taste can be purchased from showrooms and 
catalogs - room by fully furnished room - complete with rug, sofa and matching accessories. Run-
ning counter to the “room to go” culture are people who understand that the process of making 

hand-crafted objects can’t be rushed or pushed into the marketplace in container loads.  Their 
search for beautiful works of the hand can be a life-long odyssey marked by the forming of 

friendships and the making of memories.  A home and garden filled with objects of beauty 
made by fine craft artists - a hand woven throw, a wheel-thrown vessel, a forged iron candle 
holder, glass sculptures, hand made dinnerware - become imbued with a bit of the makers’ 
spirit, along with the imprint of the hammer and the hand.  Although wonderful things may be 
found all over the world, one of the southeast’s finest sources for extraordinary hand-crafted 
collectibles is right here in Winston-Salem.  Piedmont Craftsmen in the Downtown Arts District, 
represents more than 360 of the southeast’s finest crafts artists.  Their annual Fair, held this year 
on November 17 and 18 at the Benton Convention Center, will have 130 exhibitors in indi-
vidual booths showing their newest and finest work.

The tenacious, creative spirit of the American craft artist bucks all trends in today’s econo-
my, but it brings the soft element of touch into a world dominated by the hard edges of tech-

nology.  It was another world entirely in 1963 when a small group of men and women took it upon 
themselves to form a guild that would bring makers and lovers of fine crafts together in one organization.  

The group called itself Piedmont Craftsmen, and held their first Fair in the original Krispy Kreme building in 
Old Salem in November of that year.  Today it is one of the oldest non-profit crafts guilds in this region of the 
country where its reputation for an exhibiting membership that produces work of the highest quality craftsman-
ship and design excellence is firmly established.  Piedmont Craftsmen’s Fair is one of Winston-Salem’s longest 
running annual arts events, and despite the event’s name, it attracts audiences from areas well beyond North 
Carolina’s Piedmont.

Like swallows returning to Capistrano, each November marks a reunion of sorts for those who gather in the 
aisles of the Benton Convention Center in downtown Winston-Salem, NC.  In 2006 nearly 5,000 attendees 

Story by Deb Britton 
photos courtesy of Piedmont Craftsmen
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found a wide variety of handmade works in all price ranges, 
styles and media.  The annual fair showcases the handwork of 
fine artisans from across the southeast in an interactive setting 
that allows shoppers to meet the craftspeople, talk to them about 
their work, and view demonstrations of craft techniques.  Ex-
hibiting members include craft artists who work in clay, wood, 
glass, fibers, leather, metal, photography, printmaking, and 
mixed media creating one-of-a-kind works that delight, intrigue 
and inspire an enthusiastic audience.  In addition to the qual-
ity of the work shown, Piedmont Craftsmen’s Fair is a shining 
jewel of an event – one that is eagerly anticipated by devotees 
from across the region.  Piedmont Craftsmen’s 44th Fair will be 
held November 17 and 18 this year.

Those who attend regularly are always drawn to return, know-
ing that it’s a new and different Fair each year.  With such a 
large number of Exhibiting Members in the guild and an ever-
changing pool of Jury Applicants, the exact make-up of the Fair 
changes from year to year.  Because the exhibitors are talented 
and creative individuals, the work they produce evolves from 
year to year.  Over a period of time, work can change slowly.  
Sometimes, the changes will be breathtaking and surprising, and 
the craftsmen, if asked, will be happy to explain their process 
of evolution.  

What makes Piedmont Craftsmen’s Fair special is the human 
element.  People aren’t the same from one year to the next.  
The work of the hand is fueled by the heart and mind, and as 
artists grow and change, so does that which they create.  Like-

wise, as those who love and 
collect the work of the hand 
grow and change, things 
that they might not have 
noticed or even cared for 

in earlier years can take on 
new meaning or added appeal.

 
Admission to the Fair is $6.00 for adults 

and $5.00 for senior citizens, students and 
groups.  Children under 12 are admitted free when 

accompanied by an adult.  Weekend passes are also 
available for $10.00.  This year, hands-on art activities 

for children will be offered by Arts for Life, a local non-
profit dedicated to improving the lives and healthcare ex-
periences for young patients at Brenner Children’s Hospital 

by teaching visual art, music, and creative writing.  Fair 
hours are Saturday, November 17 from 10:00 a.m. - 

6:00 p.m. and Sunday, November 18 from 12:00 
p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  A special Preview Night Gala 
will be held Friday, November 16 for mem-
bers and sponsors of Piedmont Craftsmen.  For 
more information about Piedmont Craftsmen’s 
Fair or membership in Piedmont Craftsmen, call 
(336)725-1516.  
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The Art of the Meal

Story by Pat Barber, photos by Jim Tedder

Customers tell owner, Nancy Revzen, that she has succeeded in transforming Ol-
lie’s Bakery from a neighborhood establishment to a quintessential European eat-
ery.  And it’s no wonder.  Ollie’s owner, bread-maker and pastry chef is a woman 
of passion and talent with a background that integrates a life filled with music, travel 
and food into a unique addition to Winston-Salem’s dining experience.

One of the first things you notice about Nancy Revzen is her hands.  Originally from 
New York, Revzen spent many years traveling here and abroad as a concert pianist, but 
hers are not the long, slender, well-groomed hands you might expect.  These hands are 
small and compact, with nails bitten short and skin branded with burns from her com-
mercial ovens.  But hers are sensitive hands, strong hands, working hands; the hands of an 
artist.  Just watch Revzen icing a cake or kneading dough.  You can easily imagine those 
dexterous fingers dancing across a keyboard.

It may seem a stretch from New York’s Julliard School and concert stages across this country and around the world, to the commercial 
mixers, pastry boards and ovens in Ollie’s bright kitchen, but Revzen sees many parallels.  “You have to be a good technician.  A friend 
once told me a pianist can calculate more information per second than a computer.  Baking takes the same kind of thinking.  You have 
to consider the past, present and future all at once with 25 different things in the oven.”

Nancy takes the midnight till noon shift, mostly in her kitchen, but she tries to spend time interacting with customers during the morning 
rush.  “I learn 100 new things a day, dealing with people,” she says, “Baking is an expression of how I feel about life; trying, learning, 
presenting joyful things.  I want people to experience the best that I can do.”  Revzen’s skill and talent, honed at the NY Cooking School 
and restaurants here and in New York City, is evident in all she bakes, but which is her favorite; bread or pastry?  “I especially love to 
make bread.  It’s so tactile.  For me, bread is intuitive whereas pastry is all technique.”

Artistry of Baking
Nancy Revzen’s
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Like any artist, Revzen has a vision.  “My whole life has been 
about creating something beautiful—a sound, a look, a taste.  I 
always strive for lofty ideals.  I’ve traveled over the world and 
always tasted everywhere, eating where many of the foods I bake 
now originated.  If you’ve never eaten a croissant in Paris, you 
don’t know how a croissant is meant to taste.  During my travels 
through France and Italy in places like Paris, Tuscany and Sar-
dinia, I always had a vision in mind when I sampled the local 
food.  I dreamed of opening my own place.  I did drawings and 
plans. When I found that Ollie’s was for sale, I never hesitated.  
I had not an ounce of doubt.”

Not that it’s been easy.  After more than a year, Revzen finally 
took her first paycheck from the company.  And what did she 
do?  New shoes?  Plane ticket?  Nope, Nancy bought a commercial soup 
kettle—and put it to excellent use.  Ollie’s soups are exquisite.  So much so 
that another local restaurant’s chef conceded to Nancy that she “had dibs 
on soup in this city.”

And don’t think for a moment that Ollie’s new owner has forgotten about 
Winston-Salem’s Moravian roots.  From the age of four when Revzen’s 
father began to teach her German cooking, that country’s food has been 
her favorite, and for a time, Revzen lived in Germany on its equivalent of 
Madison Avenue, Goethe Strasse.  If you have any doubt, just sample the 
apple strudel, rye breads or rugelach, to name just a few mouth-watering 
old world delicacies.  Ollie’s is located in the center of historic Salem, within 
walking distance of hotels, neighborhoods, Old Salem and Salem College.  The 
bakery has a breakfast, lunch and dinner menu that includes homemade soups, 
and a variety of at least two-dozen different cakes, pastries and breads (on a ro-
tating schedule).  In addition, Ollie’s provides specialty breads for Noble’s Grille 
and The Cotton Mill.  

Inside Ollie’s you will find tasteful décor, soft classical music, the aroma of freshly-
baked bread and pastries, fresh-brewed coffee and a helpful staff.  Outside there is 
seating on a cozy patio, lush with plants and flowers, as well as sidewalk tables and 
window boxes that add to the bakery’s European atmosphere.  Nancy Revsen’s eyes 
shine with passion when she speaks of her bakery.  “People tell me that the bakery has 
grown on a lot of levels.  Gordon Sparver (the former owner) was a special person and 
had a following.  I can’t be Gordon, but I can bring something very special to Ollie’s.  
Everything changes.”  Nancy Revzen believes, “The best of the divine in human beings is expressed in the form of art.  This is what 
I was meant to do.  It is my Right Livelihood.”

Ollie’s Bakery is located at 300 S. Marshall Street and is open Tuesday-Friday 7 am- 5:30 pm; Saturday 8 am-5 pm; Sun 8 am –2 pm.  
Cooking Classes will be offered December 3 ( Biscotti) and 10 (Specialty Desserts).  Limited to 10 people each class.  Call 727-0404 

by 11-16 for details and to register.
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Bil Jenko is 
a producer, 
engineer & 
m u s i c i a n 
whose musical 
styles include 
jazz,  blues, 
rock & pop.  
He has been 

making music for many years with his 
first professional gig at age 13.  He is 
currently on keyboards in the jazz group 
The UpperlineUp.  He has performed 
with, recorded & produced a wide 
variety of artists including The Brubeck 
LaVerne Trio, NPR, Ed Shaughnessy, 
Sarah Siskind, The Vienna String 
Quartet, & Peter Tork.  Local favorites 
Bil has worked with include Blues-A-
Matic, Craig Smith, The North Carolina 
Shakespeare Festival, Matt Kendrick, 
Wood & Steel, Chris Murrell & many 
others.  His record label, Whynot Music, 
has had many releases over the years.  

Tricks for your Tracks

Tricks for your Tracks is a column for the project studio 
musician-engineer that will offer tips designed to help make your 
studio a better & more fun place to create music.

by Bil Jenko

If you have questions, comments 
or tips to contribute send them to 
Bil at: thestudio@salemmusic.us

When mixing, periodically make a test mix CD.  Then listen to the mix on a variety 
of systems.  Included should be your “typical” home stereo, a boom box, i-pod 
or similar, your car speakers, headphones, computer speakers, & if possible, the 
small built-in speaker of a television set.

The mix should, of course, sound good on your studio monitors.  In addition, the 
mix should translate well to other types of speakers that will have a different, & 
probably a more limited frequency response.  Pay extra attention to the bass fre-
quencies, especially on systems with sub-woofers.  Also, listen at different volume 
levels from ultra low to way loud.  (Although limit your exposure time to the way 
loud.  Hearing loss is non-regenerative.)  Your final objective is a mix that sounds 
good wherever it is played.  Because, once it’s out of your hands & in the stores & 
on the radio & downloaded, you have no control over where it will be played.

CAC Classifieds

Guild GAD JF30- Acoustic 
guitar, As New.  $856.00 Call 
336-734-1800. 

Musical 
Instruments

Takamine G-330SB acoustic 
guitar, black. Excellent Condi-
tion.  $300.00 Call 336-723-
4664.

CAC Classified Advertising 
is available for any service or 
merchandise whether related 
to the arts or not.  The Commu-
nity Arts Cafe reaches a wide 
demographic throughout the 
Triad area and also has a high 
volume of website traffic.  An 
electronic version of the maga-
zine is also available 24 hours a 
day at the website giving further 
exposure for your advertising 
dollar.  Call or email for rates: 
336-725-2372 or advertising@
communityartscafe.com.

Instruction

Jobs
Advertising Sales- Commis-
sioned sales, high income potential. 
Territory of Stokes, Rockingham, 
Caswell & Alamance counties.  Call 
336-725-2372.

Services

Custom Gift Wrap- Leave all 
your giftwrapping to us.  Highest qual-
ity, creatively beautiful wrapping for all 
occasions.  Personal, corporate or spe-
cial occasion gifts.  Save time, money 
and peace of mind.  Start your holiday 
planning now.  Shopping services also 
available.  Call 336-287-6301 for more 
information.

REYNOLDS PHOTOGRAPHY
Photo Restorations, Slides & Digi-
tals of Your Art Work, Slide Scans, 
Prints & More.  Reasonable Rates!  
John Reynolds. 336-766-5541, 
jreynolds1@triad.rr.com.

Ovation LCC 047- Lefty 
Acoustic/electric guitar, As New.  
$469.00 Call 336-734-1800. 

Real Estate

Art Gallery entrance, home theatre and 
lower sunroom for artist’s studio.  Brazil-
lian Walnut deck with Jacuzzi, situated on 
a 2.92 wooded acre lot.  5854 Woodsway 
Drive, Pfafftown, Forsyth County.  15 
minutes from downtown WS.  Offered by 
owner.  Call 336-830-3043 for appoint-
ment.

artist’s dream house!- Unique 
house with award winning sunrooms.      

FINE ART OIL COMMISSIONS- Ac-
quire a priceless family heirloom through 
a commissioned portrait.  Highest quality 
works in oil on canvas for your home or 
office.  Frankie Denton, artist-336-721-
0568.  Visit www.FrankieDenton.com to 
view samples.

Learn the Language of Painting
Oil and Acrylic for Teens through Adults, 
Beginners to Semi-Seasoned
Teacher: Jack Stone 

Fall Classes
Learning how to convey 3-dimensional 
form on a flat surface is the first step to 
eventually painting anything well. A good 
way to learn is from simple still life sub-
jects. As you grow in your understanding 
of how you see and how you can project 
what you see through your medium, the 
range of what you can paint expands: from 
still life to landscape, figure, portrait, ab-
stract, imaginative or highly graphic. This 
is a relaxed, enjoyable but structured 15-
hour course. Paint from the still life or 
your preferred photo reference. You can 
expect to make at least two developed 
paintings in this class.

Jack Stone is a landscape, figurative and 
abstract painter whose work is well known 
in our region. See more at www.brushfire-
studios.org.

Two Scheduled Morning Class Times:
Wednesday mornings, 9:30 am – 12 noon. 
November 28, December 5, 12, 19, 26, 
January 2. Total 15 hours. 

Thursday mornings, 9:30 am – 12 noon. 
November 29, December 6, 13, 20, 27, 
January 3. Total 15 hours. 

Two Scheduled Evening Class Times:
Thursday evenings, 6:30 pm – 9 pm.  18, 
25, November 29, December 6, 13, 20, 27, 
January 3. Total 15 hours. 
Monday evenings, 6:30 pm – 9 pm. No-
vember 19, 26, December 3, 10, 17, 24 
Total 15 hours. 

Fee: $120.00. Please pay by check no later 
than one week before first class. Register 
with Jack at 375-7568, or brushfires@
bellsouth.net.  Supply list and syllabus 
will be furnished upon registration.

Let me find your perfect new home!  Re-
location specialist.  Billye Keith Jones 
336-748-2057 or RealtorBKJ@aol.com
Prudential Carolinas Realty
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